26            EDUCATION WITH A TRADITION
in the spirit of those men who produced the " Art of
correct thinking/*
Dr. H. C. Barnard in The French Tradition in Education
complains that the Oratorian schools have received too
little recognition. Probably this fact is due to the JansenT
istic errors into which the congregation had fallen before
the French Revolution, and to the complete extinction of
its schools.
There were some thirty-six Oratorian colleges founded
between 1614 and 1716* the most famous being Juilly,
Vendome, and Dieppe. Destined originally to educate
aspirants for the priesthood, these colleges soon attracted a
large number of boys of every rank, who were sent thither
because of the pedagogical methods and the thoroughly
national character of the congregation. This national
character is magnificently developed by Bossuet in his
funeral oration for Francois Bourgoing, third Superior-
General of the Order, who with the Founder, Cardinal de
Berulle, and his immediate predecessor, may be said to
have raised the level of the spiritual and intellectual life of
France.
The teaching methods of the Oratorian schools approxi-
mated closely to those of Port Royal, as eventually also, and
to their undoing, did their religious views. Descartes was
in honour in these schools, which seem to have been singu-
larly free from central control. For while the Oratorians,
in their zeal for sound teaching, evolved an unusually
thorough system of inspection,2 they left each school free
to develop along its own lines and to try experiments.
1 See Appendix H of The French Tradition in Education, by Dt. H. C. Barnard.
From this book many of the following details have been taken.
* Thus the masters were inspected by the Prtfet tits Ete&t of each house, and
from the headquarters of the congregation a Visiteur was sent round to all the
schools.